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LYON, EUROPEAN 
CAPITAL OF SMART 
TOURISM 2019

Along with Helsinki, Lyon has  
been named ‘European Capital  
of Smart Tourism’, a title awarded 
by the European Union to the most 
innovative and responsible cities 
in the area of tourism. With its 
respect for cultural heritage and 
the environment, as well as its 
accessibility and creativity, Lyon is  
an outstanding travel destination!



10 EXPERIENCES IN 
LYON TO BE LIVED TO 
THEIR FULLEST!

Let yourself be enthralled, enjoy 
yourself, go for a stroll and enrich 
your culture – Lyon, voted Europe’s 
Leading City Break Destination by 
the World Travel Awards, has much 
to offer! Here are ten experiences 
in Lyon that are sure to make 
your stay an amazing and 
unforgettable one.
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HOP INTO THE CABLE CAR AND ADMIRE 
THE CITY FROM THE PANORAMIC 
VIEWPOINT ON FOURVIÈRE HILL

« To see the city like a local, take the «ficelle», a 
funicular railway that serves Fourvière hill. Rise 
above the rooftops, and see if you can recognise the 
buildings in the tiny city below. In fine weather you 
can even see the snow-capped Mont Blanc on the 
horizon! »
The Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourvière, which has come to 
symbolise Lyon, overlooks the city from its vantage point high 
on the hill that goes by the same name. It was built in the 19th 
century, and its interior decorated with mosaics and gilded 
features is a constant delight to visitors.
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WANDER THROUGH THE TRABOULES  
IN THE VIEUX-LYON AND CROIX-
ROUSSE AREAS
« Have you ever seen a traboule? These passageways 
are typical of Lyon, and were designed to link two parallel 
streets by passing through buildings and inner courtyards. 
They are open to curious visitors in both areas! » 

Having witnessed more than 2000 years of history, Lyon’s 
city centre has been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site 
since 1998. There are many treasures for visitors to discover, 
from the ancient site of Fourvière, to the narrow Renaissance 
streets of Vieux-Lyon, the silk workshops of the Croix-Rousse 
and the squares and monuments of the Presqu’île district.
Nothing compares to our guided tours to discover all the 
hidden secrets!
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CYCLE ALONG THE BANKS OF RHÔNE
« Grab a self-service Velo’v bicycle and head off 
along the banks of Rhône to discover their bustling, 
urban atmosphere. Then set off in search of the 
city’s monuments before enjoying an open-air break 
on board one of the many barges moored along the 
river! » 

The banks in the northern part of the city will take you to Tête 
d’Or Park, with its free zoo, lake and botanical garden. This is 
Lyon’s beating heart and the largest urban park in France, and 
greatly contributes to the quality of life that has been so well 
preserved here in this city built on a human scale.
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SAVOUR

ENJOY A QUENELLE (A CREAMED FISH 
FISH-FLAVOURED SOUFFLÉ) IN ONE  
OF LYON’S «BOUCHON» RESTAURANTS
« There’s a wide range of specialities to be had in the 
city’s famous bouchons! Try a Salade Lyonnaise (a salad 
that includes hard boiled eggs, bacon pieces (or chicken 
liver) and croutons) or Cervelle de Canut (fromage blanc 
seasoned with herbs and shallots), and for a truly authentic 
experience, look out for the «Bouchon Lyonnais» quality 
label. It guarantees that restaurants prepare their food 
in keeping with Lyon’s traditions, and regularly serve the 
classic morning meal known as a «mâchon». » 

As the World Capital of Gastronomy and city of the famous 
chef Paul Bocuse, Lyon offers an incredibly rich range of 
cuisine thanks to its 4,000 restaurants, and boasts a reputation 
supported by gastronomic restaurants, talented young chefs 
devoted to producing creative fare, and century-old brasseries. 
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ENJOY A SUNDAY MORNING APERITIF  
AT LES HALLES DE LYON PAUL BOCUSE 
« Make the most of the early morning hustle and bustle, 
and get to taste a piece of Saint-Marcellin cheese or 
Rosette sausage. This covered market will give you the 
opportunity to buy all the very best local specialities. 
And why not take some home to share your culinary 
experience with friends and family! » 

Les Halles de Lyon Paul Bocuse is a temple dedicated to 
gastronomy, and will even take you on a voyage through 
neighbouring areas to discover their famous terroir products. 
Because Lyon’s excellent reputation in matters of culinary 
delights also depends on the quality of its regional products, 
such as the famous Poulet de Bresse and Beaujolais and 
Côtes-du-Rhône wines.

5



BE AMAZED



BE AMAZED BE AMAZED BY THE ORANGE CUBE IN 
THE CONFLUENCE DISTRICT
« Stroll along the Saône to discover the former Port 
Rambaud with its rehabilitated industrial buildings 
in contrasting shapes and colours designed by some 
of the world’s greatest architects. Highly symbolic of 
this revival is the orange cube by Jakob + MacFarlane, 
which is a great backdrop for a spot of photography! » 

Having been restored to the locals after centuries of industrial 
activity, the Confluence district is now symbolic of an eco-
friendly city firmly focused on the future. Extend your tour 
to the southern limits of the Presqu’île where the Musée 
des Confluences features futuristic architecture and invites 
visitors to go back in time to discover the story of mankind.
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TREAT YOURSELF TO A SILK SQUARE  
IN THE CITY OF THE CANUTS
« Croix-Rousse is a very old district once inhabited 
by silk workers known as Canuts. Here you’ll get to 
discover workshop-boutiques where you can buy a silk 
scarf at manufacturer’s price, and discover the silk 
trade, from the weaving process to adornments. » 

As a creative city marked by this flourishing industry, Lyon is 
now also the ideal shopping destination. From the city centre 
to the shopping complexes, you’ll get to discover a whole 
host of shops and malls offering a shopping experience that’s 
100% Lyon, with luxury products, large department stores and 
trendy designers.
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LIGHT A TEALIGHT ON THE EVENING  
OF THE 8 DECEMBER 
« On the 8 December, the inhabitants of Lyon are in the 
habit of perpetuating a tradition of placing candles on 
their windowsills. This has even become an unmissable 
event called the Fête des Lumières (Festival of Lights) that 
attracts visitors from all over the world for 4 evenings of 
popular festivities with sights that light up the city.  » 

The city of Lyon is internationally recognised in this field, and 
adorns itself with light every night of the year, highlighting 
its monuments at nightfall to create a romantic and magical 
atmosphere.
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WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE FIRST 
FILMMAKERS IN RUE DU PREMIER FILM
« Rue du Premier Film in the Monplaisir district was 
the setting of the very first film in history entitled «La 
sortie des usines Lumière». Just a few steps away, 
in their former family home, you’ll be told about the 
lives of Auguste and Louis Lumière, and the various 
stages that resulted in their great discovery: the 
cinematograph! » 

From the works of art in the Musée des Beaux-Arts (Fine Arts 
Museum) located in an ancient convent to the treasures to be 
found in the Musée des Tissus (Textile Museum) nestled in a 
private townhouse, some twenty museums cover a wide range 
of unique and varied topics. And all are included in the Lyon 
City Card!

9

SPOT THE CELEBRITIES IN LYON’S 
FAMOUS MURAL
« The Fresque des Lyonnais Célèbres, a trompe-l’oeil 
reproduction on the façade of a house on the banks 
of the Saône, pays tribute to 31 local celebrities. With 
characters such as Antoine de Saint-Exupéry and his 
Little Prince, and the Lumière brothers, here’s your 
chance to spot as many as you can.» 

In many ways, Lyon resembles an open-air museum, and its 
murals and trompe-l’œil paintings relate the history of both 
the city and its inhabitants, lending poetry and an element of 
surprise to this charming urban landscape.
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AT YOUR SERVICE…

A TEAM OF UNBEATABLE EXPERTS  
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE TRIP
To organise your trip and get a list of all the places worth seeing in Lyon: 
www.lyon-france.com

To book guided tours and reserve your Lyon City Card: 
www.visiterlyon.com 
www.lyoncitycard.com

The Tourist Information Office, Place Bellecour, 69002 Lyon. 
Open every day, from 9 am to 6 pm (closed on December 25th and January 1st)  
info@lyon-france.com  
+33 (0)4 72 77 69 69

TEAMS OF HIGHLY RESPONSIVE EXPERTS  
DEVOTED TO SUPPORTING PROFESSIONALS 

For tourism professionals, please contact the Promotions Dept.   
traveltrade.lyon-france.com  
tourandtravel@lyon-france.com  
+33 (0)4 72 77 72 31

For professional meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions,  
please contact the Lyon Conventions and Exhibitions Bureau 
events.lyon-france.com  
lyoncvb@lyon-france.com  
+33 (0)4 72 77 72 40

To book group tours, please contact the Tour Guide Bureau 
visit@lyon-france.com 
+33 (0)4 72 77 72 33
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